Height Changes of Tutoplast-Processed Fascia Lata Over Time After Dorsal Augmentation During Rhinoplasty.
Tutoplast (Tutogen Medical, Neunkirchen am Brand, Germany)-processed fascia lata (TPFL) has been used for dorsal augmentation in rhinoplasty in the Republic of Korea for approximately 10 years, but few studies have described changes in TPFL in terms of dorsal height over time. We investigated changes in dorsal height after TPFL use as a dorsal implant material during rhinoplasty. The records of 18 rhinoplasty patients who had undergone dorsal augmentation with TPFL were examined retrospectively. The patients had undergone rhinoplasty from March 2008 to June 2012. Two different ear, nose, and throat doctors analyzed the first follow-up photographs (2 lateral views and 2 oblique views) taken at approximately 1 month postoperatively and the last follow-up photographs taken from 18 to 75 months after surgery. The last follow-up photographs were classified as showing no nasal dorsal height change, slight change, and marked change compared with the first follow-up photographs. Of the 18 patients enrolled, 50% (n = 9) showed no change in the nasal dorsum whereas 33% (n = 6) showed mild depression and 17% (n = 3) showed marked depression of the nasal dorsum at last follow-up. About half of the patients who had undergone dorsal augmentation using TPFL during rhinoplasty showed mild or marked dorsal depression over time. It is recommended that TPFL be used with another implant during augmentation rhinoplasty or TPFL be used only for a slightly depressed nose. In addition, patients should be informed that TPFL could be resorbed over time.